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Court and its surroundings; and the position of the Emperor,
as representative of God upon earth, gave special emphasis to
his responsibility for the erection of the foremost church in
Christendom. The centralization of all the activities of the
Empire—political, artistic, literary, social, and economic—
in its capital city was now practically complete, and the first
great period of Byzantine art is nobly exemplified in the
Church of the Holy Wisdom.
The reverse of the medal, unhappily, stands out in higher
relief when subsequent events are considered. The Western
conquests, though striking, were incomplete, and ended by
draining the resources of the Empire. Heavily increased
taxation defeated the honest attempts of Justinian to remedy
abuses in its collection, and alienated the populations of the
newly regained provinces. The interests of East and West
were now widely divergent, and to the Italian taxpayer the
Byzantine official became a hateful incubus. Further, the
main artery of communication between the Bosphorus and
the Adriatic was threatened by the Slav incursions into the
Balkan peninsula, which increased in frequency towards the
end of the reign.
Even before his accession Justinian had departed from
the conciliatory policy of Zeno and Anastasius with regard
to the Monophysites, and with an eye to Western goodwill
had taken measures to close the schism between Rome and
Constantinople caused by Zeno's attempts to secure a
working compromise in the dogmatic dispute. This, how-
ever, did not end all troubles with the Papacy, for Justinian's
'Caesaropapism' demanded absolute submission of the
pontiff to all pronouncements of the imperial will; and to
enforce this, violent measures, moral and even physical, were
required, as Pope Vigilius found to his cost. A more serious
consequence was the persecution of Monophysites in Egypt
and Syria. The influence of Theodora, the Empress, "who
possessed Monophysite sympathies and an understanding of
the Eastern problem, prevented the policy from being con-
sistently carried out; but enough was done to rouse the fury
of the populace against the 'Melchites', or supporters of the
Emperor, and the results of such disaffection were seen before
long when Persian and Arab invaders entered these regions.

